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degree of feebleness of different capacities of the individual, physical traits, 
the instincts, and emotions. The nature and possibilities of educational 
training for defectives are discussed in the remaining chapters under the 
following headings: "How Do the Mentally Defective Learn?" "Can 
the Mentally Deficient Be Made Normal by Any System of Education ? " "The 
Causes and the Prevention of Mental Deficiency," "Secondary Cases," 
"Nervous and Mental Disorders which May Complicate Mental Deficiency," 
"Special Classes and Special Schools." 

Chapter x, "How Do the Mentally Defective Learn?" will prove most 
directly helpful and suggestive to those interested in the training of defectives 
from either the scientific or the practical standpoint. Addressed as it is to 
the teachers of subnormal children, the book might well have contained some 
more specific consideration of the problem of curricula adapted to the class 
of pupils with which they have to deal. 



Imagination and its place in education. — In keeping with the most recent 
aim and interest of educational psychology, this new book 1 seeks both to 
describe the part the imaginative processes play in the common experiences 
and the normal development of the child and to show the peculiar relation of 
this intellectual process to his interest and achievement in the different school 
subjects. The book is divided into three parts. In Part I, "Imagination 
and Related Activities," the author defines the imagination and explains its 
relation to the other mental processes. The discussion is pleasingly enriched 
and clarified by suggestive exercises and concrete illustratiens from the imagi- 
native experiences of different individuals in various situations of both adult 
and child life. 

Part II, "The Imaginative Life of Children," includes six chapters describ- 
ing the content and conduct of the imagination at different stages in the child's 
development, variations in the vividness, quality and tendencies of the imagi- 
native processes in different individuals, its stimulating influence to good or 
evil habits of thought and action. Particularly clear and suggestive is the 
chapter entitled "The Period of Imaginative Play," in which is presented a 
number of examples of the use the child makes of the imaginary situations and 
characters which he invents in providing for the demands of his normal play 
life, incidentally acquiring thereby a richer content for his mental and social 
experience and a useful facility in the control of the imaginative process in 
its creative aspect. 

Part III, under the heading "School Subjects and the Imagination," 
begins with a consideration of the possibilities of training the imagination 
from the point of view of disciplining, stimulating, and directing the imaginative 
processes, including a brief description of the mental conditions facilitating 

1 Edwin A. Kirkpatrick, Imagination and Its Place in Education. Boston: 
Ginn & Co., 1920. Pp. x-j-214. $1.48. 
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such training. Here the discussion is somewhat more general and lacks the 
support of concrete examples which contribute so materially to the interest 
and clarity of the preceding chapters. Then follow chapters explaining the 
imaginative processes involved in learning to read, spell, and draw, in the 
study of arithmetic, geography, history, and literature, nature-study, and 
science. Especially interesting is the discussion of "Imagination in History 
and Literature." Both teachers and parents will find this chapter rich in 
suggestion as to ways of drawing upon the imagination for both motive and 
method in influencing the child's interests and directing his study along these 
lines. 
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